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Dear Friend:

LDid Ged Intend for the Boeok of Jasher to be
preserved for us today?

Some people have gasumed that one or ancther
of the books that today fraudulently bear the title
"The Book of Jasher™ might ke the same book called by
that name in Joshua 10:13 and II Samusl 1:18. This 1s
nct trus!l .

The epurlous booka that today exlet under the
false title "The Boolk of -Jasher ean be historieally
traced to recent fraudulsnt o-lzine.

Here 18 the proofl that these sre regent frauds.
In the Schaflf-Herzog Encyclopaedils of Felligious Knowlaedge,
volume TT, In the artlcle 'Jasher, ' We read: the |orlginal)
volume itaslf has perished . . . . There have aleo besh
gaveral books written whlch pretended to 2e the Book of
Jagher, or, at =ll events, bore thils tlitle. Threa of Ghese
are ol Jewlmsh origin. One 18 a moral treatlse, written in
54.D, 1394 by Rabbl Shabbatsl Carmuz Levita, and exiats in
mamgseript In the Vatiean Tibrary. Another, by Rabbi Tham
(d1ed 1171), 1s a trestiase on the Jewlah ritusl. It wam
publiahed in Hebrew in Ttaly {(1544) . . . . Tha third,
which 18 a fabulou’d hietory of the eventa of the Hexateuch,
was probably written by a Spanleh Jew of the thirteanth
century, and has been published at Venilce [15825) . .
A fourth Book of Jepher was & palpable and malielous Traud,
perpetrated Dy JacoE Ilive, an infidel printer and tyoe-
founder of Brilatol, and published at London, in 1751, [&E]
The Book of Jasher, franalsted lnle English from the Hebrew
E;iﬁlcuin of Hritaln, whe wenht on & Fligrimage Inte the
oly Land.” TEmphasis 18 the pibllahera.)

Notige that 811 these volumes are recent and
apurlous!

How let us examlre another work which epeaks
authoritatively on thileg samg subjsct. In the Davils
Dicticnary of the Blble. in the article, "Jasher, In
L. JaEEer," we read: "I 1751 there apueared & wolume
which professed to be &h Ergllah tranelatlon of The PBogk
of Jashar {Jasher}, alleged to tawve been found, but The

preduction was an impudent forgery" (emphaeila curs).



Other authordtiss have aqueily proved the freud-
ulent guellitles of these booki. In the Erceyelopaedia
Eiblics, volume II, 1n the articls, "Jashsr.," we also read:
n later Christlian tlmesa 'the Book of Jagher! la the title
of & ritualismtic treatlse by Jaceob B. Meir (died 1171), and
af one or twe forgeries which are cnly remarxahle for the
undeaerved sucocess they cbtalned . . . .

The fraudulent volumes deceptlvely labeled "The
Book of Jeaher™ contatin error and contradicet Serlpture.
They Wers Written one gor two thousand yeara after the
authentle "Book of Jdagher™ Lad become losl. o order Lo
cloak their Iraudulent works with respectabllity and make
them look innozent -- 8¢ that resders would Grust the lies
and bypocrlsy contalned in those boolm -- the authors of
these forgerles gave them a reapected Blolical name.

HNo one need be concernsd about any fraudulent
book that elaims to e 2 part of the Blbhle. (God has not
laft usa in doubt. There are gnple records, both in the
Bilble and in seculsr Bources, to show ug which hoolks are
Seripture and whiech ars not. God wleely allowed the ..
original Boeck of Jasher to digappear beceuse 1t, llke many
other eontemporary works of the judges, was ngt nesded for
cur ingtruetion teoday.  If Jod had wanted uwa to have The
Eook of Jasaher ap & part of the Bible, we would have iT
In tThe Bible today. God, however, purposed that only a
few brief excerptas from 1t be gquoted in Hie inepired
revelation, the Blbhle.

The Book of Jasher referrsd to in the Bible wasz
never deatined to be Scripfture. Any book elalming that
tltle today ls & dellbsrate Ifraud!
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