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Dear Friend:

Under what condltlcons can a Christlan associabe wilith
tlhe world?

In II Gorinthilans G:14-15 we read: “EE_E%_nnt -
egqually voked together with unbellevers: for what fellowsahip
hath r%g aousness wlth unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darknese . . . or what part hath nhe that
believeth with an 1nfldel?”

This =mgripture 18 generally taken to mean that z
Christian snd s non-Chrisztlan should not marry. But this same
prinelpls that appliea te marrlags would also apply to any
cloge relationaidp or partnership that one might enter.

A Christian should never 1nclude non-Christiana aa
hla besom friends, even though e should love 51l men. This
dosa not mean that a Christian carmot have any dealings with
one who isn't a Christian, "for then must ye need go out of
the world" (I Cor. 5:10},

Christ sald: "Go y& into a.l the world, and presch
the goepel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Christlans are
supposed to be "the =21t of the sarth . . . the light of the
world" (Matbt. 5:13,14). PBut at the same time we aAre to come_
cut of this Babylonish c¢ivilizatlon referred to as "thia
prezent avil world® Eﬁal. 1:4}, established by men under the
away of the Devill. Wherefore come out from among them ([the

eople of the world), and be ye separate, aaith the Lord . . .7
IT Cor, &;17; Rev. 1l8:4).

The teaching of the Bible, wnen s8ll of the serlpturas
are put together, 1a that we are to go inte the world, but that
we fre not to become & part of the world and its Babylonlseh
socletlies, customs and traditlons., Qod's plagued will fall on
Shoee who will not rencurce thils present evil world (Rev., 18:4).

Any Christlen whe Yoles himdelf unegqually with an
unbellevar -- whether in marriage cor 1ln a business partneeship --
ia certainly treading on dangerova ground,



There are avme "unequally yoked" marriages, and
Chrigtian and non-Christ em parthershiog that have sveceeded,
But how much more suzccessful would they have been had they
teen yoked together wlth those of like faith!

Fractically every pergon with whom you come In
contact Influences ¥2ua to some degree. It i3 Important,
therefore, that you Wwleely ohaose wyour af¥sccintes. HRemember,
"s 1ittle leaven leaverneth the whole lump™ {I Cor. 5:6).

If', however, you are zalready uregually yoked with an
unbellevar 1n a harmonlcus partnership which does not interfere
wlth your Christlan llfc or zrowth, ¥oua may continue untill Jod
maxes 1t poealble to do othsrwlse. Whenever such & relatlon-
ghip developsa to the placc wkere you are neot able to obey God
and grow in grace and lmawledge a5 you must, then, you ahould
"obey God rather than men” 2nd be prepared to Immediately
gever your aesoclation in fueh a partnership)
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