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A strange, glowing, cone-
shaped object with dazzling
colored lights moves
mysteriously in the early
morning Wisconsin sky as
five state troopers watch with
utter amazement.

Experienced pilots report
chasing a silver, disk-shaped
craft over Missouri — only to
have it outdistance them with
a tremendous burst of speed.

Two fishermen in Mississippi
are reportedly abducted into
a giant cigar-shaped
spacecraft and “examined”’
by three faceless
extraterrestrial creatures.
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by Robert A. Ginskey

searches for primitive life on

Mars and aims giant radio tele-
scopes toward the heavens to probe
for radio signals from distant civ-
ilizations. abundant evidence of ex-
traterrestrial life can actually be
found right here on Earth?

Millions of Americans apparently
believe so. In fact. according to a
recent Gallup poll. the majority of
Americans believe that UFOs —
Unidentified Flying Objects — are
real and “not the figment of
people’s imagination.” Moreover.
some |5 million Americans claim to
have actually seen a UFO.

Few subjects generate more fasci-
nation than the hotly debated con-
tention that UFOs represent some
form of alien intelligence.

Actually: strange and mysterious
objects have been seen in the sky for
thousands of years. Even the
prophet Ezekiel reported seeing an
awesome ‘“‘wheel within a wheel™
that has served as an oft-quoted
precedent for unusual sightings in
the heavens.

“The appearance of the wheels
and their work was ... as it were a
wheel in the middle ol a wheel.
When they went, they went upon
their four sides: and they turned not
when they went. As for their rings,
they were so high that they were
dreadful; and their rings were full of
eyes round about them four. And

Is it possible that, while science

upl

when the living creatures went. the
wheels went by them; and when the
living creatures were lifted up from
the earth, the wheels were lifted up”
(Ezek. 1:16-19).

What Ezekiel saw was apparently
a “portable throne” of God, com-
plete with representatives of the an-
gelic host.

Yet the modern UFO era did not
really dawn until just after World
War Il when an Idaho businessman
described a formation of disk-like
objects skimming through the sky
“like a saucer would if you skipped
it across water.” From that early ac-
count came the term “flying sau-
cer.”

Since that time, UFObia,
UFOria. and UFOlogists have pro-
liferated at an amazing rate. Not
even veteran pilots are immune. In
fact, at one point baffling and omi-
nous reports of “flying saucers™ ob-
served over air bases grew so
worrisome that the Air Force
lauched a full-scale investigation.

For 22 years. the Air Force kept
track of UFO reports. Then in 1969,
after investigating nearly 13,000
“phenomena,” the Air Force closed
Operation Blue Book, saying that
further investigation could no
longer *be justified either on the
grounds of national security or in
the interest of science.”

That conclusion followed a two-
year study, sponsored by the Air
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“You no longer can dismiss
these reports as the

result of overheated
imaginations."’

“Even honest and sincere
individuals often
misinterpret an

unfamiliar object.”

“We're being watched by
an advanced but benign
race of creatures from
outer space.”’

" .. there seems to be

no reason to attribute them
[UFO sightings] to an
extraterrestrial source
without evidence that is
much more convincing.”’

“I have no quarrel with
those who see unidentified
flying objects. It is only
when they are identified
that | sometimes have
misgivings."
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Force and conducted by scientists at
the University of Colorado under
the direction of Dr. Edward U.
Condon. According to the Condon
Report. about 90 percent of UFO
sightings proved to be “related to
ordinary objects.” such as planes.
satellites, balloons, street lights. bea-
cons. clouds, birds, and other natu-
ral phenomena. The report said that
no evidence had been found that
any UFO was a “space craft visiting
earth from another civilization.”

The National Academy of
Sciences agreed and asserted there
are “‘so many reasonable and pos-
sible directions in which an ex-
planation may eventually be found
that there seems to be no reason to
attribute them [UFO sightings] to
an extraterrestrial source without
evidence that is much more con-
vincing.”

Following the Air Force study.
saucerian circles cried “cover-up’
and resolved to continue their quest
for final proof that UFOs should be
taken seriously.

Dr. J. Allen Hynek. chairman of
Northwestern University’s astron-
omy department and majordomo of
UFOlogy. believes the Condon Re-
port was premature in its con-
clusions. “Sightings have gone on
too long for it to be a fad,” says'
Hynek. “You no longer can dismiss
these reports as the result of over-
heated imaginations.”

Indeed. the past few years have
witnessed thousands of UFO sight-
ings and a growing number of be-
lievers. Books on UFOs have
become best sellers: newspaper
headlines proclaim the latest devel-
opments. And who could resist at
least a cursory perusal ol the article
entitled "A UFO Saved My Virgin-
ity”?

In 1973, after several years of
relative quiet on the UFO front. a
new wave of sightings brought wide-
spread coverage from national as
well as local news media. Literally
hundreds of UFOs were reported
sailing through the heavens.

Many of the mysterious objects
turned out to be balloons. In fact.
this writer has launched hydrogen-
filled laundry bags with flares at-
tached. only to hear and read the
following day that “'numerous
highly reputable citizens saw a be-

wildering multi-colored UFO trav-
eling at an enormous rate of speed.”

Of course, to claim that all UFO
sightings have such simple and
mundane explanations would
clearly be absurd. Yet the fact re-
mains that honest and sincere indi-
viduals often misinterpret an
unfamiliar object.

Last November. the world® first
“serious” international UFO confer-
ence was held at Fort Smith. Ar-
kansas. As usual. the believers
attacked the Air Force and other
authorities for supressing UFO re-
ports. But despite the rhetoric. there
was little new evidence to convince
skeptics. Charles Hickson. one of
the men allegedly “‘captured™ by
spacemen near Pascagoula. Missis-
sippi. in 1973. repeated his tale. but
prudently refused to submit to a
promised lie detector test.

Yet the evidence that was
presented was apparently sufficient
to convince UFOnuts (more UFO-
mistically, UFOnauts) to continue
their vigil. At the conference, Hy-
nek. who has recently founded the
Center for UFO Studies. declared
that far too much time has already
been wasted trying to convince non-
believers of the reality of UFOs. Ac-
cording to Hynek. "We need to stop
arguing the existence of the eggs
and get down to cooking the ome-
let.”

Hayden C. Hewes. director of the
International UFO Bureau in Okla-
homa City. is confident UFOs are of
extraterrestrial origin. “I've dili-
gently studied UFO reports for 19
years.” he told The Pluin Truth,
“*and | conclude we’re being
watched by an advanced but benign
race of creatures from outer space.”

Why the recent rash of sightings?
“*Man’s warlike mentality is being
propagated beyond the earth by the
space program,” adds Hewes, “so
these peace-loving creatures are
worried and have decided to make
themselves known.”

But UFO debunker Phillip Klass
remains unconvinced. After spend-
ing thousands of hours analyzing al-
leged UFO encounters. Klass has
concluded that the strange phenom-
ena people describe are a com-
bination of honest misperception,
distorted sensationalism, and out-
right hoaxes.
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» Whytheyare here.

Who they

have come for.

>
p When they will leave.

Two individuals sa they were sent fvom the level
above human , and wiil return to that level in 3 space ship
(UFO ) within the next few months. This man and woman
will discuss how the transihion from 4he homan level 1o the
next |evel 15 oomplished , and when this may be done.

This 15 net & religous or philosophical” orgameation recruiting

membevsl'n?

a number of individuals to devete thewr total en
process. If you have ever entertained the idea

tronschional

However, the imformation hes “already prompted

ergy to the

that there mught be 3 "Eal  PHYSICAL level in space beyound
the Earth's confines, you will waat to attend this med'-ng'.

THE UFO EXPERIENCE has an intriguing attraction for millions of people.
Lectures and programs dealing with man's relationship to creatures of outer
space continue to generate widespread interest.

He cites. for cxample. the highly
publicized *craft with 10 large
square windows, brilliantly illumi-
nated from inside the object™ that
many observers reported watching
on March 3. 1968. Actually, claims
Klass, the “strange craft from outer
space” was a Russian rocket. disin-
tegrating as it fell to earth as a man-
made meteor.

On the other hand. the famous
case of a UFO “landing” outside a
Kansas farmhouse was actually. ac-
cording to Klass. a hoax designed to
generate publicity — and hopefully
some money — for a family in finan-
cial difticulties.

“I acknowledge that the idea of
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visitors from distant worlds is a fas-
cinating myth for adults.”™ muses
Klass. “It is especially so because it
(ills the void left many years ago
when we outgrew the tanciful and
wonderful fairy tales of our child-
hood, when an ugly frog could sud-
denly become a handsome prince.”

Klass has a standing “$10.000 of-
fer” for anyone who can actually
demonstrate that UFOs are from
ouler space.

Astronomer and exobiologist Carl
Sagan is equally skeptical. I have
no quarrel with those who see un-
identified flying objects.”” observes
Sagan. “It is only when they are
identified that | sometimes have

misgivings. As long as people are
credulous and soft-minded. and as
long as their wishes determine their
belielt. there will be a market for
myths and prevarications dressed
up in the robes of science.”

But Hynek disagrees. "I think we
may be seeing the birth of a new
science,” contends Hynek. “The
physical world we perceive with our
senses is by no means the sum total
of our environment.”

In the final analysis. the UFO
controversy persists largely because
after the crank and readily ex-
plicable cases have been excluded. a
nettlesome residue remains.
Roughly one in 30 UFO reports
seemingly defies satisfactory ex-
planation. For these especially puz-
zling cases, three possible solutions
exist:

I. They would be explicable in
terms of conventional science and
known phenomena il the observa-
tional data were only more exten-
sive and precise. This possibility is
based on the paucity of reliable in-
formation about many UFO sight-
ings, but includes the likelihood that
many unsolved UFO reports are se-
cret military aircraft. or simply
clever. sophisticated hoaxes.

2. They result from purely natural
phenomena which are either not yet
discovered or not yet completely un-
derstood. This possibility would in-
clude certain bizarre atmospheric
occurrences, plasma (the so-called
fourth state of matter). and other
rarely encountered events.

3. They are. in fact, not of this
world. coming from another place
and time, constructed by an alien
technology and intelligence. They
may even be nonphysical. super-
natural “spirit™ beings. This possi-
bility. while considered to be a
“cop-out™ by many. would at least
explain the seemingly “impossible”
feats that some UFOs are allegedly
capable of performing.

Perhaps the final answer to the
ubiquitous UFO lies in a com-
bination of all three possibilities. In
any case. reports of UFOs and ex-
traterrestrial  visitations  undoubt-
edly will persist — if only because
there are so many man-made ob-
jects in our twentieth century atmo-
sphere and because so many people
have the will to believe. O
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