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Dear Frlend:
Are bables saved Af they die¥

Bod 13 worklng out a greas purpase in our liven
which very few peaple understand.

We mortal human belnge were not born wlth perfect
characrtere. We came ints this world with a ¢carmal mind
whilch from %irth 12 emmity agalnst God's way (Rom. 8:8).

But God 18 developing perfect, splritual char-
acter In us through ezperience and auffering. We have all
heard the expression, ell, he certainly learned his lesaon
.that time!" Experlence is & great teacher., We can profit
from our migtakes 1f we "learn our lesson” ard quit resest-
Ing those mlztalkes.

But most peoples flnd 1t hapd to apply this prin-
¢lple to the dplritual realm becaude they don't know what
salvatlon really 18, fdeod is not trylng To save everyone
niow., Unly certain oneg are being "called."  And they are
not uwsually the wise, migkty, or nodle (I Zor. 1:26)., Put no
man, elther small or great, oan come to Cheiat ", . . eXespt
the Father . . . drew him , ., ." (John 6:44}., The call to
salvaticon 12 a gift and then we muat learn that our own way
1s wrong, repenting of 1t, zecepting Christ as 3aviour and
Acquiring God's enareEcter to 11t UB LO Besome sSons ofb
aa%“::‘ﬁ%HEEEEF'?‘fEE_EﬁﬁHEAD.-- and kings ard priests under
Jesue Chrat 1n the Kingdom of God {Rev., 5:10).

Falling to understand thia, some pecpla belleve
that 1lltlle c¢hildren and Lables sre "saved" Il (hey dle.
To Justify this teaching, they refer to Matthew 18:3-56
which reads: "Verily I say unts you, Exicept ye be converted,
and become 83 Llitle chlldren, ye 3hall not enter lnto the
ingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shzll humble himself
AS thls 1ittle child the zame 1r greatest in the kingdom
of heawven.

Hotice thet Jepus didn't say, "ehildren gre gcon-
verted and will ba greatest Tm Che kingdem." He was spsaking
£o Hia dispeiples, telling them to cultivats characterlastics
that little children ought to have, He lmew that a normel,
well-trainsd chilld will be humble beforc his paRrents end
have implielt faith in thelr love, wisdom, ahd power to help
him. Christ was slmply polnting out thet His followers need
this guallty in ordsr to ioherlt God's Hingdom.




Chrlst repeated thls eame prlnciple when He gald:

r - Verily I say unte you, Whosocever shall not recelve

the kingdom of Ged se a little ehild, he 2hall not enter
therein, . . ." (Mark 10:13-16)" Tt is the mature, converted
dhrietian who humbles hime2elf a8 8 little chlld, keepzs GodTs
commarndmenta and acqulrea God's character after a 1ilfetime of
experlenze, Who kaa a right to eternal life in the famlily of
#od and enters into the gates of the eternal clty (Rew. 22:14).

u

God's great purpose 18 that we learn the value of
His ways through experience and ftrisl and test and even
gufrfering. Even Chriat Though he ware g Son, yeb learned
he cbedience by the things which he suffered" fHeb. hiG}).
Before gilving ud eternal life, with all of 1ts powera and
reaponslbilities, God intends that we learn okedlence to His
iaw -= the right and bappy way of life. o

Little chilldren nave not had the opportunlty for
thisz spirltusl growth. They were born mortal and heve had
no eternal 1-.fe 1n them because they dild nol recelve the
Sopirdt, or 1iffe, of God which lmparts eternal 1ife. 'But
if the Bplrlt of him that raised up Jesua Trom Lhe dead
dwell -in you, he that ralsed uwp Christ from the dsad shall
aleo gquicken yFour meortal bodiea by hilas Spirit that dwelleth
in you" {Rom. 8:117. Listle children die withoul having
.been begotten by this Spirlt, o life, of God,

We read that "God 12 no reapecter of perecna
(Aota 10:34), Yet, He permits many little children to die
without kmowing the truth. Therefore, he wonld have to
raire them from the dsad and glve them thelir firat and only
cpportunlty to galn eternal 1lfe!

411 pecple —— ¥young or old —- who have diled 1in
tgnorance of Geod's laws and waye will be glven thelr

cpportunlty fop salvatlicon, Thls 1z the Greast White Throne
Judgment defcribsd 1n Revelatlon 20:18-17,

If you do not understand thig encoursging truth,
then write immediately for the artiele "Is This the Only
Day of Salvation?" which fully explains the subject,

God deals falrly and equally with every person,
He doea not have the hurried and confusing way of "saving"
people that mlepgulded preachers have 1mag1ned. We need

time to "grow in grace End knowledge. Everyone, including
“Ittle ehiléren, nseds character- development whieh comesa
before we inherit the preclous gilft of eternal 1ife.
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