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Dear Prdiends
When was $he Blble dlvlded into chapters and veroep?®

The-aysten of divlding the Blble 1nte chapters arnd
versea ia man-made and of ¢omparatlvely recent origln, The
Bible, az TrepIved by God, had nc suaeh diyialons,

Chepters and veraesa are helpful In firding passages
i»n the Bible, but the dlvislon Inte chaptera and verses has
often otBcura2d the meanding of Serdipture by hrealklng aentences
in the middles or by separating tlhoughts that =hould he Jolned
together. Too many people merely lift & verge cut of its
getting and reasd a false meanlng intoc 1t bheoruse they don't
rezd the context 1 surocundlly verses.

Perhspe the flprat attempted divlalcon <of the Blble
was undertskzn by the early Jews. Durirg the time followirng
Lhe Babylonlan captlvlity, they marked o Lhe scrolls into
dlvislons and subdivlidlons., Thle system waa qulte Glilerent
fraom the one that 1s 1n uee today, however.

Th= firat modern aystern of dlvilding the Bible 1nso
sagctiona waa devised by Cardlnsl Hugeoe 1r. the mld-thlrteenth
gentury. Hugo, who was complling a concordance to the Latin
Vulgate Version of the Blble, found 1% receapary to divide
the Blble 1nto sectlecns. These Becticna baalceally hecame ihe
cheptern that we are Acquainted with todey. A3 yet there wers
na divlisions inte verses,

Later, In 1445, Mordecal Nathan, a Jew, divided the
Hebrew (0.4 Teatament Anto chapters., He and a later acholar
oy The name of Athlas are aceredited with the further break-
down of the 014 Teatement chaptera into verges.

In 155. the New Testamernt was 2imllarly subdivided
Into veraesa. Thie wark was acoompllehed by the faricua Engllsh
printer, Robert Btepkens, while riding on horsebeck from
Swltzerland to France. Eyer alnee thaet time, the Hibnle has
retained Lhe present chapler and verse system.



Belng man-devissd, such a system 1s not perfecl.
In some placces, Steprens! dlv-slont are inaccurate and tend
£ breale the sense of the aubjecl. Begauae of such imperfeoc- -
tiong, a new syetem of supplementlng the chapter-verse dlivlslion
Wwith paragraph arrangements has been adopted In many of <he
newer revisiong of the Bikle., Thls often helps The reader to
bzliter conprehend the subject matter,

I= must always be remembered that these division
ayotemp wore not inspired by God. Thsy have been devised by
men to provide an aid for atudying the Bible,
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