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Dear Friwml:

Is the practies of cremation wreng? Doss it prevent o perion being
resuprraetod?

The practles of cremation is of aneient erigin, It was used in the
idolatrous firc worship of paganism, Noitlce what tlhe Encyclepedia Americana
SUY &

"In primitive cultures which have survived intn modern times
cremation iz widely praaticed, Burning 15 not only suppascd to
destroy the dead hady wmost affectively and thug to prevent the
poseible retrern of the ghost,. bot 2ince Tire serve=E also as a
purifying sgency, it 16 often considorod a good wmoans of woarding
off evil dpirils, .. .Besldes discouraging the ghogt from haunting
the corpse and ivs Yorwmgr abode, and eerving as z medns of purl-
fication from evlil spirits apd Lbhe contamlnation assccisted with
the doad body, cremutlon has alsSye, la Some indlaucwed, as aoung
the Hindus snd== [the)—Chukchi of Siheria, hesn asfocisted with
a belie? in 2 heavenly ebedo for the splrit of the deceaped. The
flames aof the funaral pyre, leaping upward, are thought to Feeili-
tate the ascent of the scul,'' (Article. Cromation)

Yimred aod Semirawmls were the originators of paganism and it was
¥imrod wha first bore the title of "Molech.' In hix hencur children wera mada
to "puss through the fire to Moloch” (Jer, 32:35)}--1n pagan prectice that God
condenned! {Lev. 18:21).

Parents even daerificed thelr children to Molech, 'the bellef heing
chorished thut the flre that consumed them aldo perfected them, and made taem
meet for eternal heppinesas.. . .Both the passing through the fira, and the burn-
ing in the fire, were essentisl rites 1n the worship of Moloch or Wimrod" (The
Ty Babylona by [lizlep, p. 315). T

Examples io ike Bihle show that a simple burlal was the custom of the
Hehrews who lived during that time, (Ger, 25:8; 35:20).  Jacah, far exemple,
woe enbalmed {an Egyptian custom) and buried (Gen. B0:56, Z6%. Christ was baried,

not cremated’ '"Burning waa looked upon 8% abominable, &2 dinjury to the doeed
(Josh. 7:20;...11 Eipgs 23:20; Amos 2:1). Hot to be buried was a terrdble dis-

grace which cone could hardly wish even iao nne's—; gradtest enemy,” (Enoyclopadis
Bihlica, Article, Tha Dgmd) ’

It 1s our ahbsolute recommendaiicn Lhat Lhe ady he simply buried, Iu
cases where a person hus oo vunlrol over Lhe dispusiiion of Lhe body, however,
we zhould remember Lhal 1L 13 weot 9o lonportant what happens to our bodies after
death as 1t 1s that of heviog lived a oew lile aller cooverslion and havlng dLled
in ChrisL. .




RlveH

¥hether a body becomes dust  OR ushes ("burnt” dust) tho Bible promises
that it will be in the resurrcctlon (Aects 24:15; Rev. 20:12-15),

i Thvough The
power of God, &ll erematad boding willl be rogurrogted!?
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